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Conjecturing,  as the result afterwards  proved,  that
they would have many curiosities or antiques, such as
old coins, arms, and jewellery, brought  to them to
describe, they visited  many  museums.    It  is very
evident, not merely from HOUDIN'S own account, but
from what was practically shown in his public exhibi-
tions, that in a few months the father and son added
incredibly to their stores of knowledge or information,
retaining a vivid picture of every object which they
deliberately wMed to remember.    Having developed
the eye-memory by hard work up to such a point that
they could see a thing almost as clearly as if the
original object, or indeed whole rows of such objects,
were present, they found that the faculty, once well
acquired, kept itself in action with ordinary practice.
They now learned very readily the characters or letters
of many languages, such as G-ieek, Hebrew, Chinese,
Eussian, and Turkish, the names of all surgical instru-
ments, and of many other technical objects     Walking
through a library, they could recollect the appearance
of whole rows of books, with the titles on their backs.
There can be no question that EGBERT HGUDIN was
an unusually clever man, of great powers of observa-
tion and quickness, which had been greatly improved
by the practice of juggling.   Yet, making every allow-
ance for his remarkable talent, I am all the more con-
vinced that his experiences and discoveries indicate
that  the  faculty  of  an  indefinite  development  of
eye-memory exists in  every one, especially in the
young, and that it will at some future day enter
largely into education, and form its physical basis.
Anybody can verify for himself the simple fact that
any object may be eye-memormd by special study.   No